
God Can Change The Past
Virtually everyone would like to change the 

past.  Knowing what we know now, if we had 
our lives to live over again, there are surely 
many things that we would do differently.  
But far above and beyond those events and 
decisions, there was a singular incident from 
our collective past that desperately needed 
a different choice to have been made - that 
fateful response to the original temptation 
in the Garden of Eden.  It was the model of 
all our subsequent failures; each leading to 
the same result of bitter regret experienced 
by every person who has ever lived, with the 
exception of Jesus Christ.  And that exception, 
the perfect obedience of our Saviour, enabled 
God to change the past.  He changed it in the 
sense that the consequences of sin no longer 
define our eternal destiny, and neither do they 
define our present experience.  We are freed 
from both the penalty and the power of sin! 
“Those whom the Son sets free shall be free 
indeed!” (John 8:36) Praise God!  

So, with God’s open arms welcoming us 
through the gates of heaven, and with our 
eternal security as his beloved child assured, 
why do so many of us, committed though we 
are, sense that we aren’t experiencing all 
that we should be of the blessings that God 
says are rightfully ours?  Part of the answer is 
found in this quote from Pete Greig, author of 
Red Moon Rising and 24-7, “There can be no 
movement in our lives until we are confronted 
with the reality of our current state.”  You see, 
being well aware of our failings isn’t enough; 
it’s so easy to simply accept them as being 
part of us.  However, to be “confronted” with 
our self is to have a motivation to seek change.  
If we aren’t yet motivated, then our prayer 
needs to be, “Lord, make me want to become 
all that you would have me be.”  Surely this is 
one prayer that is guaranteed to bring results.  
God’s heart must be delighted when he is 
invited to bring forth “... beauty for ashes, the 
oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise 
for the spirit of heaviness; that [we] might be 
called trees of righteousness, the planting of 
the Lord, that he might be glorified.” (Isaiah 
61:3)

Prayer isn’t primarily about changing the 
world, it’s about communion between us and 
God.  The most simple prayer we can utter is 
the entreaty made by Jesus’ disciple, “Lord, 
teach us to pray.”  As we make that most basic 
of requests, God will respond, “... you will call 
to me. You will come and pray to me, and I 
will answer you.  You will seek me, and you 
will find me because you will seek me with 
all your heart.  Yes, I say, you will find me 
…” (Jeremiah 29:12-14). Then, when we find 
God as promised, we will be miraculously 
transformed, as we are remade in the image of 
Christ.  In a real sense our past will have been 
changed, as God fulfils his heart desire and 
attributes his Son’s righteousness to us. “I will 
be their God, and they will be my people … I 
will forgive their wickedness and will remember 
their sins no more.” (Jeremiah 31:33-34)

Prophecy heals the spirit
The exercise of the prophetic 

gift is for “exhortation, edification, 
and consolation” (1 Cor. 14:3), 
and it is wonderful how the Father 
can use it to heal us: body, soul 
and spirit.  The young man’s spirit 
was healed when he received 
a word from God. It says a little 
later in 1 Corinthians 14, “If all 
prophesy, and an unbeliever or 
an ungifted man enters, he is convicted 
by all, he is called to account by all; the 
secrets of his heart are disclosed; and so 
he will fall on his face and worship God, 
declaring that God is certainly among you.” 
The exercising of prophecy announces 
that God is in the house; he is present 
among us; he is present in power!  When 
prophecies have begun to come forth I 
have witnessed people spontaneously 
delivered from demons.  Prophecy 
certainly heals the spirit.

Prophecy heals the soul
Years ago we were having nightly 

Renewal Meetings in which the Lord was 
manifesting himself in powerful ways.  
One night a married couple who had been 
friends of ours came to the meeting. The 
husband had been a pastor of a church 
that “didn’t make it.”  In discouragement 
and anger he had bailed out of the ministry, 
and wasn’t really following the Lord, which 
left his wife very distraught. They had a 
special-needs child, and during the first 
part of the meeting the wife stayed in the 
hallway with her son while the husband 
came into the meeting. I approached the 
man, who had that certain look on his face: 
“Come on and take your best shot, John!” 
I just raised my hand and said, “Come, 
Lord!” whereupon my friend was knocked 
backwards by the power of God through 
two rows of chairs and onto the floor. 
After staying there for several minutes he 
staggered out to the hallway, and without 

Prophecy Heals
John W. Wallace, Sharing Magazine March 2014.

a word changed places with his 
wife; who had just been praying, 
“Lord, if nothing happens to my 
husband, this is the end.” When 
she entered the meeting room 
I immediately noticed her, and 
had a prophetic word well up 
inside me. I called out her name 
in a loud voice and said, “The 
Lord says that ‘The end is the 
beginning!’” She melted into a 

tearful puddle.  Deep, deep healing can 
occur when our Father gives us words that 
strengthen and comfort us. Her Father 
knew exactly what this woman needed to 
hear. God could have simply left it to her 
husband to tell her what had happened 
to him (which he did, of course, followed 
by his whole life and ministry becoming 
enlivened with the presence of God), but it 
was more powerful and meaningful for her 
to receive a prophetic word directly from 
her Heavenly Father.

Prophecy heals the body
Prophetic ministry, especially when 

combined with words of knowledge about 
physical conditions, can bring healing to 
the body. I believe a good, simple, working 
definition of prophecy is: what God 
wants us to know at a given time. What 
God wants us to know may involve past, 
present, or future events. Many times the 
Holy Spirit will give specific knowledge (a 
knowledge the receiver would otherwise 
not have known) about names, physical 
conditions, or indeed just about anything. 
These words not only communicate truth, 

Not long ago I was leading a worship and prayer meeting in an area of clubs, bars 
and restaurants near downtown Dallas. As we sang and prayed, I noticed a friend of 
mine walk in with another man, whom I assumed he knew. I shortly received and shared 
a prophetic word for this young man that went something like this: “The Lord says that it 
is time for you to begin to act like your name. It’s time to be who you were designed to 
be. Your father and mother, when they named you, may not have been aware of God’s 
spiritual intention for you, but your name was planned by God.” Then, when I asked 
him what his name was, he replied “Christian.” The two left the meeting before I could 
talk with them, but I later received a text from my friend telling me that he had first met 
Christian out drinking on the street, where he had talked to him and had invited him to 
come into our meeting.  My friend led this young man to the Lord. “Christian” became a 
Christian!
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and focus someone’s attention, but they 
can also engender great faith.

At one church meeting I received a word 
of knowledge that someone was present 
who had been, and was still, suffering 
from severe abdominal pain. A young lady 
raised her hand, declaring, “That’s me!” 
When this woman came up to our prayer 
ministry team, she told us she had suffered 
severe, constant pain in her abdomen for 
six weeks, and she was scheduled to see 
a medical doctor the very next day. As we 
prayed, the Lord completely healed her. 
As she began to weep, she said through 
her tears, “It means more to me than being 
healed that the Lord would pick me out of 
a crowd to show me His love.” How many 
times have I seen this same kind of Holy 
Spirit ministry bring about the exact same 
result. God is in the business of showing 
his amazing, mind-blowing love for us in 
so many ways. It’s overwhelming!

Psalm 107:20 declares of our Lord: 
“He sent His word and healed them, and 
delivered them from their destructions.”  
How wonderful that our Heavenly Father’s 
word heals us; and prophecy is one of 
the ministries through which that word is 
delivered and through which that healing 
takes place.

John Wallace has been in pastoral 
ministry for almost 30 years, and has 
authored the books: “Kingdom Come! 
Tales of the Supernatural God” and “From 
Deep Within: Living Out Of Our Spirit.”

DREAMS - Have we been missing help from God? Prophecy Heals
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or visions sent from God.  
(Interestingly enough, this 
correlates to the fact that 
most of us will sleep for 
one third of our lives.) If we 
were to remove everything 
in Scripture that relates to 
dreams and visions, we 
would remove hundreds of 
pages!  Through the prophet 
Joel, God said that in the last 
days he would speak to us 
through prophecy, dreams, 
visions, signs and wonders.  
So, if God told us long ago 

that he would speak to us in these ways, how 
can we have the audacity to tell him that we 
don’t believe he can do this, or that we don’t 
want him to do so?!  Surely he knows the best 
way to communicate with each of us.

 Yes, dreams are full of mysteries and 
paradoxes, but then so is Scripture. The Bible 
is replete with prophetic parables, many of 
which are mysteries within mysteries, but that 
doesn’t stop us from seeking to understand 
them.  It is the same with those riddles of the 
night.  I have found that God takes joy in having 
us search for the understanding of what he has 
partially revealed. It draws us closer to Him; 
and as we have a revelation of that which is 
beyond our natural understanding, our hearts 
become filled with awe.  Whenever our walk 
of faith becomes boring, it is due to a lack of 
wonder.  Oh that more churches gave real 
veneration to our Lord and our God!

One cannot deeply discuss dreams and 
visions without touching on other spiritual 
phenomena; including prophecy, visitations 
from angels, transportations and the 
transcendence of time.  All of these spiritual 
experiences, and more, took place along with 
the dreams and visions recorded in the Bible, 
and they are still taking place today!  Some 

don’t readily share their 
experiences; and others will 
claim that we shouldn’t reveal 
the “divinum mysterium” 
to the spiritually immature. 
But isn’t that precisely what 
was legislated in the Dark 
Ages, when the Church 
let only priests possess 
and read the Bible? Yes, 
maturity is required, but on 
the other hand we can act 
as if the Holy Spirit doesn’t 
know what we need; as if he 
doesn’t know to whom he 
should give his gifts.  Let us 
choose to believe that the 
Spirit of God knows what he 
is doing! 

I have watched as the hardest of hearts 
melted when dreams that were not understood 
for years were finally interpreted. I have seen 
giants of men weep until they had no more 
tears, as God revealed to them, through 
dreams, how he has loved them since they 
were children. Just recently, a politician clung 
to me for strength as God gave him the solution 
to a national problem through the interpretation 
of a dream he had had a few nights earlier. 
We shouldn’t be surprised, for God said the 
following, “And it shall come to pass afterward 
that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh; your 
sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your 
old men shall dream dreams, your young men 

For the most part, the 
Church has had little time for 
angelic visitation, visions of 
the future, divinely inspired 
dreams, or a vast number 
of other God-encounters.  
These are somehow 
ignored, without reference 
to their regular occurrence in 
scripture. Yet I have watched 
90-year-olds weep as they 
related their encounters 
with God and his heavenly 
agents. I have seen the wide-
eyed wonder of 4-year-olds 
as they tell, in their own childlike way, the truth 
of what they are seeing on a daily and nightly 
basis.  It’s natural that a real relationship with 
a supernatural God, who is himself Spirit, 
comprises spiritual experiences.  Life in the 
Spirit is beyond exciting, as it opens the eyes 
of our understanding, leading to awe and 
wonder at how gloriously alive God really is!

Sadly, many of today’s believers are like 
computers that haven’t been programmed to 
open the documents sent from Heaven. Too 
many of us are left wondering, “Was it just a 
dream?”  Then there are some who insist that 
God wouldn’t give us something we couldn’t 
understand. But read very closely what is 
recorded in the book of Job, “For God speaks 
in one way, or, in another, yet man does not 
perceive it.  In a dream, in a vision of the night, 
when deep sleep falls upon men, while they 
are slumbering on their beds, then he opens 
the ears of men, and seals their instruction.” 
(Job 33:14-16)  In these verses we find that 
God can speak to man – and not only does 
man not understand the dream, but he doesn’t 
even know God was speaking! It might be said 
that he has ears to hear but does not hear, and 
he has eyes to see but does not see.  Surely 
God doesn’t want this to be our lot.

We cannot discount what 
we don’t understand; the 
key is to seek to make sense 
of what God has chosen 
to reveal to us. While our 
culture may have placed a 
veil over dreams and their 
interpretation, it doesn’t 
mean God no longer speaks 
through them.  Dreams are 
much, much more than a 
curiosity; when correctly 
interpreted they are a 
profound agent of change. 
Throughout Scripture, 
births were foretold, nations 
formed, lives saved and 
destinies established, 
all through these surreal 
parables. Is it any wonder kings scoured the 
earth to find someone who could solve the 
mystery of what had troubled them so deeply 
the night before?  Until they are interpreted, 
dreams are just a riddle, a divine enigma.  We 
might know God has spoken, but if we don’t 
know what he has said then our dream can 
remain a treasure hidden in the midst of the 
obvious.  Our task then is to uncover the keys 
of interpretation, which God has placed right in 
front of us, if we just know where to look. 

As in any learning activity, we have to study 
to find the answers, and the Bible is just filled 
with examples of how God speaks.  A surprising 
one third of the Bible directly relates to dreams 

shall see visions. And also on my menservants 
and on my maidservants I will pour out my 
Spirit in those days...”  (Joel 2:28,29)

Look up any verse in the Bible concerning 
the last days and you’ll find it pretty apocalyptic. 
Wouldn’t it stand to reason that for such a time 
God would choose to speak in ways that would 
simultaneously astound, comfort and most 
benefit us? 

I wonder how many solutions were 
missed, inventions left undiscovered, careers 
remained unfulfilled, or relationships ended 
unnecessarily or were never even forged, all 
because the dreamer didn’t know God was 
trying to help them.  Truly, “Your word is a 
lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” (Psalm 
109:105)

May we be open to all the ways in which 
God speaks to us and guides us, including the 
times when our dreams are of God. 

When confronted with the 
challenges of establishing the 
ministry of the Order of St 
Luke in Nigeria, the Rev. John 
Adetunji developed a three point 
plan, the same plan that would 
guarantee success for anyone, 
in any venture: 

1.  Prayer  
2.  More Prayer  
3.  Prayer and Fasting



and so we can rest assured in 
the knowledge that the results 
are in his hands.  Then, as we 
continue to trust him, we need to 
be prepared to offer up soaking 
prayers - persistent petitions 
and thanks that may be called 
for by a difficult situation.  We 

can do no better than to obey the scripture 
from 1 Thessalonians 5.17, “Pray without 
ceasing.”

(Rev) Brian Flower
National chaplain OSL NZ, 
Email natchap@oslnz.org

Rev. Brian Flower

Do we hesitate to pray 
for others because we feel 
inadequate?  Perhaps we do 
not believe that the situation 
is one that we are gifted in, or 
maybe we are afraid that God 
may not heal the person and we 
will lose face, or the person will 
lose their faith.  In truth, the act of healing 
is not anything to do with us, it occurs by 
the sovereign grace of God, and he will 
answer in his own time and in his own way.  
In any situation, healing may be instant, 
or it may be gradual, but in either case he 
certainly hears our prayers and petitions, 

For all OSL enquiries: Rev Bruce Hellyer, National Secretary, 159A Tramway Road, 
Enderley, Hamilton 3214, or phone 07 855 9447.

For prayer requests, testimonies etc., contact ‘Wholeness’ using the address on page 4.
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For all OSL enquiries: Rev Bruce Hellyer, National Secretary, 159A Tramway Road, 

Enderley, Hamilton 3214, or phone 07 855 9447.
For prayer requests, testimonies etc., contact ‘Wholeness’ using the address 

on page 4. 

Pray, Then Trust
Brian Flower, Heal-Link Feb 2013

A few months ago, when I was on holiday 
in Auckland, I became ill and was taken by 
ambulance to hospital, where I was diagnosed 
with cancer of the gallbladder.  Upon returning 
to Christchurch I was admitted for treatment, 
after an X-ray had shown my gallbladder was 
four times larger than normal, and a blood 
test reading of over 500 had confirmed the 
presence of cancer in my body.  However, 
upon the specialist’s advice I was sent home, 
since an operation would have resulted in the 
diseased cells spreading to my liver.

An overseas healing ministry was visiting 
church, but at the meeting I didn’t actually 
hear anything the speaker said.  However, 
as the sun shone on my head through a 
side window, it was as if the Lord and I were 
enveloped together in a great light.  He gave 
me the words of a hymn, “She only touched 
the hem of his garment and straightway she 
was whole.  He turned and said, ‘Daughter, 
be of good cheer, your faith has made you 
whole.’”  There were also the words, “To 
get a touch from the Lord is so real.” At the 
time I didn’t even realize that these were two 
different songs!

While many people maintained prayer for 
me, the Lord continued to give me verses from 
the Bible, which I looked up in a concordance 
and found that they all spoke of healing.  
One was Psalm 118:17: “I shall not die but 
live, and shall declare the works and recount 
the illustrious acts of the Lord.” Another was 
Mark 5:19: “…  bring back word to them of 
how much the Lord has done for you.”  This is 
always how the Lord speaks to me.  He puts 
two verses of scripture together, then, when 
I check their context, the Holy Spirit makes 
them real to me. 

When I next returned to the specialist, 
he gave me the results of the most recent 
tests: a blood test reading of 30, and an 
X-ray showing my gallbladder was back to 
normal size! Praise the Lord God, I was totally 
healed!  He had done it, and all the glory and 
praise were His!  I have just read The Real 
Faith by Charles Price, and it confirmed my 
experience that we do not need to struggle 
and work in our own strength to claim healing.  
God even gives us the faith to believe for a 
miracle; after all, it’s his faith!  We are healed 
as we receive it from him.  “Praise the Lord, 
my soul, and forget not all his benefits - 
who forgives all your sins and heals all your 
diseases.” (Psalm 103:2,3)

Given My Life Back

In August 2011 I was 
diagnosed with Stage 3 non-
Hodgkin lymphoma.  There were 
small tumours in my neck and 
much larger ones in my abdomen. 
The fact that they were both 
above and below my diaphragm 
was significant, and put me in 
the Stage 3 category. The largest 
in my abdomen was wrapped 
around my aorta.  And I had thought I’d just 
pulled a muscle carrying our eldest grandchild!  

I realized how tender a soul my GP was, 
as she arrived in tears at our home to tell me 
of the diagnosis.  She had called first to get 
our permission to come, as she’d never visited 
previously.  That same night we learned that 
my husband’s eldest brother, a radiologist 
involved in my case, had got drunk, something 
we’d never, ever, heard of before.  We knew 
this was serious.  Confirmation came from the 
haematologist when I asked, “What if I don’t 
have chemotherapy?” and he replied, “You’ll 
have only a few months.”

Throughout the preliminary testing and all 
the procedures, I had amazing peace. During 
the treatment, I was able to recall scripture 
verses, sing and meditate; not feeling at all 
disturbed or anxious, despite the fact that I 
had made up my mind I was going to die.  This 
prompted me to write letters to my husband 
and children and their spouses.  Then I was 
led to the book Kitchen Table Wisdom by Dr. 
Rachel Naomi Remen, who had been a patient 
since her teens.  She talked about visualizing 
something you imagine as being extraordinarily 
potent attacking the cancer cells.  I thought of 
the most positive power in the universe - the 
light of Christ flooding me with his power and 
healing.  The crowd of witnesses of Hebrews 
12:1 has always had powerful significance for 
me, but never more so than at this time, as I 
imagined my mother, my grandfather and his 
sister all encouraging me from their home in 
heaven. 

I had learnt some verses and Christian 
songs in other languages through the work of 
the Bible Society, and they were now of great 
help, lifting me to a plane beyond my current 

circumstances.  Some verses 
from 2 Peter 1:3,4 were etched in 
my brain: “His divine power has 
given us everything we need for a 
godly life through our knowledge 
of him who called us by his own 
glory and goodness. Through 
these he has given us his very 
great and precious promises, 
so that through them you may 

participate in the divine nature …”  My brother 
had once embossed those words on a leather 
wall-hanging, which I hadn’t seen for many 
years, but they now came flooding back to me 
with the deepest significance. Then the August 
edition of Wholeness arrived, and there were 
those very verses being expounded on the front 
page!  God’s confirmation and encouragement 
were so timely.

Meanwhile, from August to December 
2011, I had eight sessions of chemotherapy.  
Halfway through this time my brother-in-law 
rang to find out if anyone had told me the result 
of a second PET scan. They hadn’t - I’d had it 
only that day! He said in his quiet voice, “It is 
clear.” The tumours were gone! We know he 
couldn’t believe it by the change in his manner; 
previously he had been unable to converse or 
even look at us. After this he spoke several 
times with my husband about how absolutely 
remarkable my recovery was.

Today I still see the haematologist at 6 
monthly intervals, and wonder if the blood 
tests will show anything. It’s a trait of human 
nature that we can’t always grasp the reality 
of our healing. Others with whom I have 
conversed have had the same questions as 
mine: “Is it forever?  Why have I been healed, 
when so many others have not? What am I 
meant to do with the rest of my life - with this 
second chance?” At present I have retired 
from my part-time school job to look after two 
grandchildren while their mother works part 
time. The youngest was born 6 days after I 
learned the tumours were gone, and it’s such a 
blessing to see her grow and to be a significant 
part of her life. 

The ultimate blessing from my healing is to 
be thankful for every day, and to look forward 

Marian Livsey, Australia. July 2013

ORDER OF ST. LUKE Healed of Cancer

to all God has in store for my every moment. 
Sometimes I feel like I’m the reluctant, contrary 
child. Paul longed for Heaven, but was willing 
to stay as long as God wanted him to, “For to 
me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. If I am to 
go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful 
labour for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do 
not know! I am torn between the two: I desire 
to depart and be with Christ, which is better 
by far; but it is more necessary for you that I 
remain in the body. Convinced of this, I know 
that I will remain, and I will continue with all of 
you for your progress and joy in the faith ...” 
(Philippians 1:21-25)

Heaven awaits!  But for now I thank and 
praise God for all he days He gives me.
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“Behold, a violent storm 
came up on the sea, so much 
that the boat was covered 
with the waves, but he was 
asleep.” (Matthew 8.24)

It wasn’t the disciples’ 
idea to put their boat out 
to sea. If they had set sail 
without Jesus asking them to 
then they would not have had 
the same reason to expect 
protection and rescue. The lesson we learn 
here is this - storms may arise even when we’re 
doing exactly what we’re supposed to be doing 
as Christians. We shouldn’t be discouraged 
by the difficulties or troubles that come, and 
conclude that somehow we’ve stepped out of 
God’s will.

We see that Christ’s presence with his 
disciples did not keep the storm away. There 
are no promises in the Bible that believers 
won’t encounter trials. Faith builds no high 
walls around us providing protection from the 
troubles that will come just as surely to the 
Christian as to the non-believer. There are 
the storms of temptation, which sweep down 
with such terrific power from the precipitous 
mountains of the human condition. Then there 
are the storms of disappointment, sorrow 

and adversity, whose waves 
would attempt to totally 
overwhelm us.  In fact, 
Jesus told us exactly what to 
expect: “In the world you will 
have tribulation …” but he 
also told us to “… be of good 
cheer; I have overcome the 
world.” (John 16:33)

On the Sea of Galilee, 
a boat can at one moment 

be gliding smoothly over a glassy-smooth 
surface, unbroken by a ripple, and then without 
warning it can become tossed on the angry 
waves whipped up by a tempest that appeared 
from nowhere. This is exactly how most of 
life’s storms arrive; temptations come when 
we are not looking for them, disasters arrive 
unheralded. One moment we’re sitting at 
peace in our living room, then the phone rings 
with the news that a close loved-one has just 
died, or someone whom we trusted totally has 
betrayed us.  The most distressing traumas of 
life are nearly always sudden surprises. We 
can’t prepare for every eventuality; but we can 
trust in the One who knows what lies ahead. 
“The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom 
shall I fear? The Lord is the strength of my life; 
of whom shall I be afraid?” (Psalm 27:1)

The Daily Bible Verse, Dave Whitehead,  
Senior Pastor, GraceNYC.org

The Vine Today

“Shouts of joy and 
victory resound in the 
tents of the righteous: 
‘The Lord’s right hand 
has done mighty 
things! The Lord’s right 
hand is lifted high; the 
Lord’s right hand has 
done mighty things!’ 
I will not die but live, 
and will proclaim what 
the Lord has done.”  
(Psalm 118:15-17)

There are times 
when we need to join 
the psalmist in proclaiming what the Lord has 
done for us. We can be easily overwhelmed by 
our situations, but when we remind ourselves 
of what God has done in the past, we build a 
confidence for what he will do now. Speak of the 
things that God has done in your past; you will 
find the strength that you need to go forward to 
whatever is next.
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Why Life’s Storms? Proclaim What the  
Lord Has Done For You

Yes, Jesus Cares

“He himself was in 
the stern, asleep on 
the cushion, and they 
woke him up, and told 
him, ‘Teacher, don’t 
you care that we are 
dying?’” (Mark 4.38)

These words 
imply that the 
disciples thought 
Jesus didn’t care 
about them in their 
dire predicament; that he was neglecting 
them by sleeping while they might die. 
This was not true at all, for they were never 
safer than they were at that moment in the 
middle of the storm, for the boat the Lord 
travelled on could not sink. Faith should 
have trusted despite the turmoil.  Yet don’t 
we also, at least in our hearts, say the same 
thing to our Lord? When we are in great 
difficulty, and he doesn’t come to save us; 
when we seem about to be crushed by the 
waves of adversity, and no relief comes 
down from heaven, do we never say, “Lord, 

don’t you care that 
I’m sinking?” When 
we pray so hard 
and for so long for a 
heavy burden to be 
lifted, and no answer 
comes, does the 
thought not arise in 
our minds that Jesus 
doesn’t hear us?

 It may sometimes 
appear that Jesus 

isn’t appreciating the severity of our 
dilemma; but he always, always, has our 
highest good at heart. In this instance the 
disciples would learn that Christ alone could 
deliver them from that which was out of their 
control. They could never have learned 
this without the storm, and without their 
Master being asleep. Like the disciples, we 
have lessons we cannot learn until Christ 
withholds his help for a season; but in the 
interim he is never indifferent to our plight. 
He never forgets nor neglects us; he is 
always paying attention, and at the right 
moment he will come to help us.  Then we 
will realise that he was there all the time.  
We can trust Jesus just as he trusted his 
Father. “In peace I will lie down and sleep, 
for you alone, O Lord, will keep me safe.” 
(Psalm 4:8)

The Vine Today FINANCIAL UPDATE
We can, and do, praise our God that we have 

received enough funds to pay for both the last and 
this current edition.  We are most sincerely grateful 
to those who have given so generously.  It is all 
the more appreciated because your donations 
are enabling us to send out many thousands of 
copies to those who have no ability to donate 
anything at all.  

Through God’s grace, and with continued 
provision, we anticipate producing between 2 and 
4 editions a year.  We now ask for your response 
as to whether you wish to continue receiving 
Wholeness, and if so, how many copies you would 
like.  Please respond through your distributor, who 
is asked to then contact us with this information; 
or else please communicate with us directly if you 
would like to receive your own mailing.  If we do 
not hear from you or your distributor by October 
30th then we will assume that you don’t wish to 
remain on our mailing list.  To assist us in updating 
our database we ask for every recipient to please 
respond, unless you have already sent us your 
confirmation within the past few months.

Do remember that you can read Wholeness 
on our website at www.wholenessinhim.net, or 
you can receive Wholeness by email if you write 
to us at wholeness_1@xtra.co.nz.
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